A SOURCE OF CHEAP. LABOR 


Inyo's Alien Workers 
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LUMBERS, MEXICAN NATIONALS FIND JOBS AND A WARM WELCOME FROM INYO BUSINESSMEN 
THEY FILL THE JOBS MOST AMERICANS WON'T TAKE AND LIVE IN RELATIVELY SAFE OBSCURITY HERE.’ 

has^f^+p"^ 2 *? PR0BLEM r ^hich to many constitutes more of a profit than "prob¬ 
lem has of late moved increasingly into Inyo County. Arrests are up there are raHal 
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a substantial number of busin¬ 
ess people, mostly in Bishop, 
the young, hardworking Mexican 
nationals provide a labor pool 
of eager workers happy to take 
on the menial tasks that Amer¬ 
icans spurn or accept only as 
a last resort. Many Inyo em¬ 
ployers frankly admit and free¬ 
ly discuss the fact that they 

hire - even seek out and rec- _ 

ruit — Mexican labor. To these the more prag¬ 
matic and profit-oriented, the "alien problem" 
aa y k 0 something less of a problem than it is 
to those critics motivated by racism or social 
or welfare concerns. 

At present there is no available head- 
count of the Mexican aliens now living and 
working in Inyo County, nor is it likely that 
a census can ever be accurately compiled. It 
is know that in the past year "about UO" have 
been "processed" through the sheriff's office: 
put in jail for a day or two then turned over 
to the immigration people for what amounts to 
a recycling game that deports them to Mexico 
only to see their quick return, sometimes in a 
matter of days. 

£or the aliens. Highway 395 has become 
a quick route away from the crowded and poor 
and job—competitive southland. Increasingly, 
they have come to tarry at Bishop now that the 
word has gotten around: They know they are wel¬ 
come and that they can find ready employment 
there. 

They wash dishes, clean up restaurants, 
wash clothes and press suits, handle warehous¬ 
ing and loading jobs, dig ditches, and perform 
a host of jobs, always "out back," out of view 
of their Anglo critics and the police. 

The employers say they work hard and hon- 
estly, keeping always in the background so as 
to avoid capture (to them more a temporary in¬ 
convenience than a breach of law), and gener¬ 
ally mind their own business and stay out of 
trouble. In Inyo County at least, the tales of 
"wellare abuse" among aliens are untrue. 

"Tllegal aliens," affirms one 3ishop bus¬ 
inessman, "have discovered something; Americans 
are lazy and don't want to do sub-menial jobs, 
ino^ aliens want the work and that's why they're 
voi King." And in that view the Bishop employ¬ 
er, Dennis Hartman, is not alone. He echoes ao- 
cura^ely the sentiments of those who own and 
run California's giant labor-hungry agricul¬ 
ture, the state's clothing manufacturers, its 
builders, etc., who hire without question any 
cheap labor that's available. 

As merely a law enforcement concern, the 
Mexican nationals are routinely arrested, 'us¬ 
ually by the Bishop police or by sheriff's dep¬ 
uties who chance to stop them on the road for 
a minor traffic infraction. But at Bishop Po¬ 
lice Sgt. Frank Crom sees the alien problem as 
getting "worse." Crom and other officers think 
Highway 395 has become a regular "run" for al- 

(See ALLENS, Page 2) 
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-—-RELIGION 

PANTHEISTS: THEIR VIEW 

TRANSCENDING ORTHODOX LIMITATIONS, A GROW¬ 
ING BIG PINE SECT FINDS UNITY IN ALL THINGS 
AND PEOPLE AND TRIES TO DEFINE MAN'S ROLE 

C ENTERING ON THE BELLE? THAT THE WORLD AND 
i all that's in it, from man to mineral to 
microbe, is a special unity - and that to 
harm one is to harm the other - a small but dy¬ 
namic Big Une group has formed a-burgeoning 
organization, the Universal Pantheist Society. 

Its members, now in many areas beyond 
the Big Fine headquarters, are cautious to ex¬ 
plain that "Pantheism", as often mistakenly in¬ 
terpreted, is not in fact the worship or belief 
of a multitude of "Gods." Its members, indiv¬ 
idually, are of any number of faiths. 

In its concept of a unity in nature, in- 1 
eluding man, "dominion" over the world by man 
is a custodial responsibility; one that views 
the world not merely in terms of use for per- 
sonal or even public gain, but in terms of pro¬ 
tection and limited, careful husbandry. 

The Pantheists draw their beliefs from 
a multitude of world sages and prophets and 
expand most of the ethical maxims to include 
far more than man alone. Example: The Judeo- 
Christian tradition commands that one should 
"love his neighbor as himself," but the Panthe¬ 
ist would carry the Biblical injunction to in¬ 
clude non—humanity, since Pantheism sees a 
neighbor-ship between all things, each inter¬ 
dependent on the others• Clear definitions are 

(See PANTHEISTS, Page 9) 

CHARGING “BY THE BOOK™ m ~ S 

DEFENDING MECHANICS' CHARGES', ATTACKING 
"SEX CHANGE'" FUNDING; TRANSLATING SOME 
< BUREAUCRATESE; AND DUMPING THE GARBAGE • 

I N FIXING THEIR CUSTOMERS'' CARS MOST CF INIO'S' 
mechanics want to "go by the book." That's 
* the "flat rate" book of repair pricing they 
and thousands of other California mechanics 
have used for years. Last week the "flat rate" 
came under attack by the California Consumer 
Board which claims that California vehicle ow¬ 
ners can save up to $100 million a year if the 
repairmen charged only for "real" time on a 
mechanical job instead of by the estimates in 
"the book." Thirty of the mechanics' represent¬ 
atives appeared at a consumer board hearing in 

(See NET/S BHLEFS, Page 6) 
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ALE SNS, Continued. 

iens going up to Nevada and to the resorts and 
expensive homes of Tahoe. "I'd say we picked 
up about thirty in the Bishop area in the past 
yea_r...and two or three of them we picked up 
three times," says Crom. 

Those Californians who oppose alien en¬ 
try, especially illegal alien entry, into the 
United States, are now pushing harder for ev¬ 
er more stringent laws, laws that would prov¬ 
ide "punishment" in addition to deportation. 
But in that effort the anti-alien groups un¬ 
knowingly come up against the (usually silent) 
subtle pressures of the business-agricultural- 
industrial establishment that may publicly de¬ 
cry the alien influx, but which privately en¬ 
courages it by providing jobs and the wages 
that lure the Mexicans here. Few of these will¬ 
ingly admit the figures on hourly wages they 
pay, but however low these are, they remain in 
the eyes of an impoverished Mexican a prince¬ 
ly sum. Usually, the figure is substantially 
below the established minimum wage and carries 
with it none of the troublesome "benefits" de¬ 
manded by American workers. And the fact re¬ 
mains that the jobs offered are those that 
many Anglos turn down at any price. U.S. cit¬ 
izens, after all, rely on welfare and unem¬ 
ployment compensation until they find a job to 
their liking. Theirs is a rich world offering 
options unheard of in Latin America. 

As for questions of a "criminal element" 
moving from Mexico into Inyo County, one in¬ 
cident was reported and in that the alien was 
more a victim than a culprit. Says Sgt. Cromj 
"Usually, they carry a lot of cash. Some of 
them are armed. Another problem is that of the 
Mexicans mixing with the local Indian women 
and the Indian men are getting mad. Recently, 
an Indian was arrested for stabbing a Mexican 
over a girlfriend situation." Men and women, 
it seems, will remain men and womenj whatever 
the ethnic borderlines are. 

Do the authorities^ actively seek out the 
illegal residents of Injro? No. There is no 
public outcry, there is certainly no pressure 
from the business establishment. Crom said he 
and his men do not go looking for aliens, nor 
do they ask to see citizenship proof "unless 
there is probable cause." Most of Inyo's ar¬ 
rested aliens were discovered in routine traf¬ 
fic stops. On these, says Crom, "if the peop¬ 
le don't speak english, the officers ask to 
see their 'green cards." The "green card" is, 
of course, the border pass that allows the 
Mexican to enter this country for a limited 
number of days. 

At least one segment of the Anglo popu¬ 
lation appears willing to accept those jobs 
now filled by many aliens here: The students 
and youngsters seeking pait-time or summer 
work. Crom said that an increasing number of 
Bishop parents are expressing anger since the 
hiring of Mexicans into the low-pay jobs /pre¬ 
vents their sons and daughters from filling 
them. V/here are these jobs? "At food houses, 
bakeries and laundries," replies Crom. 

One of the biggest employers of alien 
labor (16 work there "right now") is the 
Schat's Dutch Bakery, an expanding and grow¬ 
ing industry that now hires about llj.0 people. 


The boss - (pi Patron ) - is Erick Schat who 
showed no reluctance to discuss the fact he 
hires aliens. In doing so he follows the ex¬ 
ample of his father, a bakery owner in Hol¬ 
land, who hires "guest workers" from Egypt, 

North Africa and Greece. In many European, 
and African nations "guest labor" systems op¬ 
erate legally and freely in much the same way 
that California's now-defunct bracero program 
functioned. 

Says Schat: "There are a certain amount * j 
of jobs that only aliens vsi 11 do, like wash 
dishes. Aliens are excellent workers. They are 
clean and hardworking. It's menial work that 
white people won't do, and even when (’whites) 
take such jobs they last only a couple of days. 

* "They (the aliens) are not suited for 
sales, office or mechanical work." Schat was 
asked if the aliens worked for lower wage 3 
than those paid whites in the same jobs. "Vie 
pay according to the job," he replied. 

The bale or y owner was also asked what 
he thought of a recent proposal to make em¬ 
ployers responsible for making workers prove 
their citizenship. Such a law, said Schat, 

"should be thrown in the trash." He said that 
"sometime back they were fining people. It 
was a real disruption." 

The "Whiskey Creek Restaurants at Bishop 
and Mammoth also hire illegal aliens. Owner 
Hartman says he "employs a couple" at Bishop, 
but that as a rule the Mexicans are not "soc- 
ially compatible" in the Mammoth area — where 
housing is hard to find for any worker. Hart¬ 
man said that other Bishop business houses 
"actively recruit aliens," but that he himself 
does not. Of those he has hired, Hartman said 
"They did a good job and were responsible. I 
don't believe they are taking away the job 
market. I am 3U and I have never been out of 
Y/orkJ? The aliens have found that Americans are 
lazy and won't work at menial jobs." 

From the Viewpoint of the "average" Mex¬ 
ican young man from Saltillo, Chihuahua, Tepi- 
titlan, Oaxaca - even Mexico City and Guadal¬ 
ajara - an American job washing dishes or hoe¬ 
ing a field looks pretty good, even if it pays 
•^>2 an hour or less. His homeland, in which 
95/0 of the land area was literally owned by * 
only 2% of the population only a few decades 
ago (It has not improved’a great deal since), 
provides few opportunities to work for more 
than starvation wages. For awhile, during the 
50's and 60's, it appeared that Mexico was in 
the midst of social change (Schools, librar¬ 
ies were built), and that what Americans call 
a "middle class" was on the increase. But ot¬ 
her social and economic factors preserved much 
of the old extreme of very-rich.and very-poor 
peasant system?. And then a year or so ago, 
the peso dropped to a new law and even the 
"better-off" Mexicans were hard put to make 
ends meet. The youth of the country began a 
steady movement northward, lured by the doll¬ 
ars to be earned in the bakeries, the laund¬ 
ries and the sweat-shops (and, yes, in Los An¬ 
geles, especially in the garment district, 
there are many "sweat-shops"), and the fields 
of the United States. Sometimes the migrating 
workers pay "coyotes" large sums to smuggle 
them across the border. And as the illegal 

(See ALIENS, Page 8) 













»»NOTES FROM B.K.«« 

'.TITH 1HE SUDDEN INTEREST OF 
the Rockefeller Foundation in 
l 'affaire D’TP (a grant is fund¬ 
ing a study) there is'also a 
renewed interest by the media. 

Among visitors last week: A 
British-import film-maker who 
plans a documentary; a some¬ 
times photographer for Los An¬ 
geles Magazinej and a major 
. radio public affairs reporter 
from the southland. Also tak- 
. a second-look at the DWP is a 

top investigative reporter from one of L.A.'s 
major network television outlets. All express 
concern - anonymously for new - not only about 
DWP's power in Owens Valley, but also in L.A. 
The documentary is scheduled for filming some¬ 
time in early summer, and may have backing from 
Public Broadcasting System. {Not PBS in L.A.) 
Theme: All will base their stories on the ob¬ 
vious - flourishing "colonialism" right here. 
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BENETT KESSLER 


THE STORY 0? LAUREN ELDER - the woman who man¬ 
aged to crawl and slide down a Sierra escarp¬ 
ment as the sole survivor of a Kearsarge Pass 
airplane crash - is carried in a current issue 
of McCall r s Magazine. Her story is published an 
a new book from Dutton, One Alone Survived. The 
drama is also planned for a film. The producer 
told us that production is scheduled for early 
summer, perhaps in May, in and near Independ¬ 
ence * 


THE JOE COLBERTS OF BISHOP WANT THE SXATEBOAHD- 
ers off the streets. Their solution: th e Sierra 
Wave Skateboard Club. They've set up ramps, and 
a slolom course and a space for freestyling it, 
all at the Charles Brown Auditorium. Is Joe a 
skateboarder? No; he wouldn't set a toe on one. 
Hj.s club is for the over-twelve crowd; no one 
admitted without protective helmets and pads 
for knees and elbows. 

-xeex- 

SKATEBOAKDING IS A GOOD NAY TO KEEP IN SHAPE - 
or to quickly get out of shape and into the 
emergency ward-. So acute is the problem of in¬ 
jury and fatality that many cities are passing 
off-the-streets ordinances. 

AND WHILE WE'RE ON THE MATTER OF KEEPING IN 
shape, I 'll relay what must be the quote-of- 
the-week. After several days of pounding the 
pavements and shaking hands to get votes, Sup¬ 
ervisorial Candidate H.3. "Lefty" Irwin says 
"Even if I don't win. I'll sure be in the best 
shape of anybody around." 

GET OUT A MAP OF THE YffiSTERN UNITED STATES and 
you can better understand Inyo County's stake 
in bringing the Olympics to Los Angeles. High¬ 
way 395 is a major connecting link between LA 
and all the states north, which means that many 
Olympics fans on their way to the games from 
the north would be expected to drive through 
the Eastern Sierra's scenic route. What's hold¬ 
ing things up on the Olympic Committee's deal? 
L.A. doesn't want to be stuck with a giant loss 
and the committee couldn't care less. The Olym¬ 
pic bigshots want to control all the money and 
all the spending and hold a shrugging disdain 
for the people's future indebtedness. But that '3 
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LA's problem, not ours. We can get the traf¬ 
fic and a share of the LA-bound dollars with¬ 
out laying out another dime, if the 0 Commit¬ 
tee will ever come to terms. 

ABOUT THE OLYMPICS NEGOTIATIONS, Councilman 
Zev Yaroslavsky (our old friend of the water 
fight) just about sums up the L.A. attitude: 

"T/e 'll just sit back and watch the Olympics 
on TV, and feel sorry for the city that has to 
pick up the tab." Most intelligent reasoning 
we've heard out of him, ever. 

ED DAVIS, THE SUPERCOP, IS INTO ANOTHER MASS 
mailing campaign in his shot at the governor¬ 
ship. Ed, who made a good police chief, has 
little to offer as governor, in our view. Want 
some evidence to support that claim? Okay, 
just for starters, read carefully in the small 
print, at the bottom of his latest mailer : 

"Printed by Custom Print, Inc., Arlington , Va." 
It occurs to me that if Davis wants to be gov¬ 
ernor, he might at least support the printers 
in California. He have three or more excellent 
printing shops right here in’Inyo County, and 
what with the economical situation around here 
I'm sure they'd all appreciate a contract to 
print several thousands of practically any¬ 
thing. Over the state a lot of printing and 
publishing firms are hurting for the lack of 
work; pressmen, typesetters, platemakers look¬ 
ing for jobs...and Davis' "Committee to Elect 
a Resvonsible Governor" goes chasing off to 
Virginia to urint his ads. (italics ours) 

i'nc-Yr 

A COUNTY TELEPHONE POLL indicates that 25 to 
iiO percent of Inyo's TV viewers watched last 
week's presentation of HOLOCAUST , the NBC 
(Channel U) presentation of what the Nazis 
euphemistically called "The final solution" 
to the Jewish "problem." The local watchers 
were part of an audience of about 120 million 
viewers -nationwide, according to the mid-week 
ratings count. Roots drew a bigger audience, 
but may not have sparked as much public reac¬ 
tion, or feeling. Y/ould you believe there are 
still people in the United States - the hist¬ 
orical revisionists - who can't, or won't be¬ 
lieve it really happened. Tnere are others who 
argue endlessly that not six million Jews, but 
maybe only three, or "1.8 million", were killed 
by the Nazis. Such stupidity. The show was at 
times difficult to watch. It nay be that NBC's 
(average 35 par slier.') commercials were a dis¬ 
traction, but I must admit that a distraction 
was sometimes welcome. The fact is that HOLO¬ 
CAUST was an understatement of the horror, a 
sentiment shared by a considerable number of 
the county's televiewers. Here are the comm¬ 
ents from just 2 . few in the local rating sur¬ 
vey: Larry Ellis, Lone Pine, "Pretty good. It 
makes people aware of what was going on."-Mrs. 
7/alter Schmid, Bishop: "Watched three of the 
four nights...Interesting, but too gruesome. 
Flayed well, but cruelty depressing." -BillTo- 
vell. Independence: "Very good. Needed tell¬ 
ing. And it is still going on; look at Cambod¬ 
ia. It was reported one million people gone 
from. Pnnom Penh. The acting was super." -David 
Kothraan, Bishop: "Good. Made you realize what 
could happen. Outspoken, for TV." -Mrs. Ever¬ 
ett Johnson (Cable not working, but might have 
(See NOTES FROM 3.K., .Pago h) 
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NOTES FROM B.K., Continued 

watched) -David Kruger, Lone Pine (no TV'l 
-Ueorge Holland, Bishop (works nights) -Mrs. 
James Knoepfle, Independence (didn't watch) 

Mrs* Vem Johnson, Independence: "I was alone 
and I didn't want to watch something like that 
alone." -Mrs. John Hines, Independence: "Too 
depressing. It wasn't my cup of tea. I didn't 
watch it." -Keith Jensen of Bishop: "I watch¬ 
ed the first night. Subject matter too unplea¬ 
sant. I've seen and read a lot about it." — 

Mrs. P.H. Hunter, Independence: "I didn't see 
it. I've read a lot about those times. Too 
dramatic and unplesant a subject." And so it 
went. The statements of those who declined to 
watch tell much about the show - perhaps more 
than the statements of those who did. 

•SKttt 

CONSIDER THE MEN 0? THE LEAGUE OF 'WOKEN VOTERS: 
A League spokes(person?) reveals that the lo¬ 
cal chapter of 11.77, in the interest of equal¬ 
ity, has admitted men to its membership, the 
latest of these last week. Already on the mem¬ 
bership roster with the ladies: Dr. Robert Den¬ 
ton, Louis Franke, Thomas Lewis, Jr., Moe Jac¬ 
obson, George Thompson and Arthur Tilston. Hi 
there, fellersi ...And to think that they bar 
us from Rotary 1 

GOOD NETS FOR PHOTOGRAPHY BUFFS. More than L-00 
models of still and movie cameras will be on 
dealers' shelves, says a report in U.S, News 
and World Report. Amateurs will be able to 
"move up" to more advanced cameras - at a dol¬ 
lar figure they can afford. Wolfman Report , 
the statistical guide of U.S. photography, re¬ 
veals that prices will be moving downward in 
the increasingly competitive field. More good 
news: Amateurs will be able to get better pix 
because of all the new "automatic" features. 

In the U.S., amateur photogs spend five billi¬ 
on a year on their hobby. Now if they can just 
make a Xerox machine that 'll make better rep¬ 
roductions for NEWS-LETTER 's ohotos.... 


AND SPEAKING OF THAT, we promised some tine 
back to provide a better printed format. Don't 
give up; we haven't. Still working on a deal 
with a printer and, possibly, with the Xerox 
people who may, or may not, want to do serious 
business. Hopefully, we'll have a better qual¬ 
ity very soon. And we'll be making further 
cuts in subscription rates 0 

ANOTHER STORY, PRACTICALLY A SCANDAL, is like¬ 
ly to break sometime this week if negotiations 
don't resolve another mess in the county's hi¬ 
ring (and firing) policies. Maybe even a law¬ 
suit. Outside of that it can be said that the 
personnel people are maybe improving things a 
little. Some of the politicos are already plan¬ 
ning to turn the personnel policies into anis- 
sue. (Yfe know. 7/e have some of their ad copy.) 

•S&HS* 

ANOTHER GRANT, ANOTHER STUDY. This time, the 
scientists, not the media or the historians, 
will be taking a look at the Owens Valley. It 
came to light list week that a 10-man team 
from the ecolo,gy and biology departments of U. 
C. Irvine will arrive next month to look into 
the Ovens Valley water crisis. They'11 be here 
courtesy of a National Science Foundation grant 
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and they'll be getting some help from one of 
the county's naturalists, Mary DeDecker. Says 
DeDeclcer: "'There is intense interest in this 
area. It is relatively natural and there are 
many different extremes in one area. I rec¬ 
ently worked with a professor from Israel and 
a top ecologist from Cornell in field studies 
in the Death Valley area." 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: JIM AND JUDY UfAGNER 
of Big Pine, ^e's joined the staff of Glidden 
Engineering at Bishop. Also, Margaret Terry, 
a resident of Lone Pine, who has been named 
office manager of the county's public works 
and road department office. 

COMMUNITY CONCERT ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS; a 
drive opens May 8. Limited membership, so 
act now. (They turned them away last year.) 
Association President Moe Jacobson says CCA 
members will hear a number of good artists 
next season, including the California Boys' 
Choir, Concert Pianists Grant and 7/inn. The 
local organization is a chapter of a national 
movement to bring good entertainment to small 
communities. 7/orth supporting. 

.. .AND MAY THE MENS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 
every day... 

Sincerely, 
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Vivitar 

35 CA 35mm 
CAMERA 


Vivitar 

MODEL 50 

ELECTRONIC 

FLASH 


You won't need a crystal 
ball to know what lies ahead 
with this combo. . . 
perfectly exposed, razor-sharp prints or slides every time! 

They work together like magic. The super-compact 35 CA features 
automatic exposure control and accurate rangefinder focusing. Mount 
the 50 Flash on top and like magic, the camera automatically sets the 
flash exposures too! And the 50 Flash gets up to 200 flashes from one 
tiny alkaline battery. 

All you have to do is focus and shoot, for stunning photos indoors 
or outdoors, day or night. 

This is Vivitar's smallest, lightest camera and electronic flash com¬ 
bination. They look great together, easily slip into a pocket or purse, 
and work together automatically without cords. 

Black or Chrome camera with pouch case, BOTH 
wrist strap, lens cap and battery, ONLY 

plus Model 50 Flash with battery 


* 89?5 

REG.$134.95 


See them now at 


PUOWGRAPHIC 
SERVICE A 
SUPPLY 
RENTAL S 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT . 
REPAIRS 
BLUEPRINTING . 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING . 

fc’Wycf 



CAMERA ROUSE , 

□ u □ u u U u □ uniiii u i) in.i □ g 


io<5 No. Main ot. 

niBHOP, CA 0301-4 


Phonr (71-4) 072-0077 
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OPEN FOR 
THE SEASON 


Dinner 

Served 

5:30-10 pm 

< 

CALL 

387-2370 

FOR RESERVATIONS 







CLOSED 

Monday - Tuesday 


d^&itawianb 

On Lower Rock Crook 
15 miles North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


real estate 


ooo 




BUYING or SELLING, 
You'll want 1 . 

Fast Action. 

Call Today... 

We’re Here For You.» 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 

*■ —' 03 

PEAITOP* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 
res. (714) 876-4442 



z.nff 



bus, (714) 676-4121 


I t 


j PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate^] 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121 1 

310 so. main street, suite 106 

lone pine, California 93545 


VOTE 
JUNE 6 
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WE CAN HAKE ALL THOSE STATE AND FEDERAL “RULES” 
AND "REGULATIONS” START WORKING FOR THE PEOPLE 
INSTEAD OF AGAINST THEM. 


THIS YEAR, 
LET'S GET ‘ 
BACK TO 
BASICS... 

ELECT 




FOR SUPERVISOR, 


DISTRICT 3 


EXPERIENCED. RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 


kskmm 


RESTORE COMMON SENSE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
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IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
We Insure Everything From.. 


Tree 

pruners 

n 



..Trailer 
parks. . 


...AND A LOT or OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES', PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 

KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS, 


R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 
PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876-4105 


I.._ 



PETROLEUM 

PRODUCTS.,. 


...for the 
last of the 



...INYO...MONO 

...NYE AND ESMERALDA COUNTIES 
OF CALIFORNIA 
AND NEVADA... 


* 



MILOVICH BROS., INC. 

SHELL OIL JOBBERS 
1290 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 


NYE-OIL, lnc.,TONOPAH 
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WHO CAN SAY NO TO 
THE DWP AND NOT WORRY 
ABOUT LOSING HISLEASE 
WITH THEM ? 

i * 

- I CAN! 


H.B. “Lefty” IRWIN, 
Candidate for 
SUPERVISOR, 
District #1 
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Vote June 6 for H.B. Irwin 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes comment and tetters relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered 


timely. Most likely to be published are those letters of 500 words or less, and 
those with concise viewpoints. Writerp should address their statements to FO 
Box 531, Independence, 93526, NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter in no way implies that the editors necessarily agree with its content. 





"JEANNIE FOR SHERIFF": 

QUESTIONS'FROM LITTLE LAKE 

To the Editor, ' 

Has Jeannie Harness taken any kind of po¬ 
lice training,'training in handling of fire¬ 
arms, or has she taken any kind of class work 
on self-protection? How many years has she had 
a valid driver's license? What kind of vehicles 
has she driven? Is she qualified, or what qual¬ 
ifications does she hold that would assure me 
that she can give police protection at night in 
my area? 

With the kind of sabotage we have endur¬ 
ed since our water supply has been restored, 
night prowlers, etc. I will vote for the pers¬ 
on who can perform and has been trained to do 
the job for which he or she is receiving my tax 
money. 

The former peanut vendor is not qualif¬ 
ied, in my opinion, to hold the position of 
President because he knows nothing of the U.S. 
Constitution, supports the U.N. Charter in¬ 
stead. He is working for the destruction of 
ownership of private property when he has fin¬ 
ished giving our deeded property to foreign 
dope-running governments, He is for killing the 
unborn. The elderly will be next. We need to 
replace him with someone who is not a member of 
the -Trilateral (Rockefeller) Commission. 

(•* Formerly the Bilderbergers) 

With the Rockefeller Foundation entering 
the DWP-Inyo-Mono Co. picture, and I don't be¬ 
lieve for a minute they have just now entered 
the scene, it is clear to me that the Inyo and 
Mono County residents are up against a world¬ 
wide gang of bandits. They have been stealing 
the freedoms of other nations for years. 

The elderly and those on fixed incomes,- 
with their nice, new water meters, are facing 
that which business firms have already faced. 

Since we have bombings now and then, 
this writer does not see a law enforcement of¬ 
fice as fun and games. 

- Pat McClendon 
Little Lake 


(Editor’s Note: NEWS-LETTER does not 
share Reader McClendon ’s concern about 
the Rockefeller -funded study of the wa¬ 
ter fight history of Owens Valley. Given 
the unlikely choice of. Rockefeller in¬ 
fluence and DWP influence in the valley, 
we ’d opt for Rockefeller - or for that 
matter, the Dcjil himself - anytime. The 
editors, meanwhile, are pleased to report 
elsewhere in this issue that yet another 
foundation will fund a study of the water 
issue in Owens Valley,) '■ 

SANTA BARBARA: MORE THAN A BASTION 
OF THE RICH - A HAVEN FOR THE ILL 

NEWS-LETTER, Attention Benett Kessler: 

In your NEWS-LETTER of April 10, you made 


a statement that I take exception to. In your 
article about Santa Barbara you wrote - quote: 
"So who cares about Santa Barbara anyway?" 

For one, I do. First, it is my birth¬ 
place, second I had heart surgery there in 
what I consider one of the finest clinics in 
the U.S., the Sansum Clinic, and was in one of 
the finest hospitals, the Cottage Hospital. 

Inyo County boasts of having one of the 
finest doctors and surgeons in the county who 
was a resident of the Sansum Clinic, Dr. Don 
Christianson, Lone Pine. 

Many of our graduates from these schools 
in Owens Valley go to college and work in San¬ 
ta Barbara; Lauri Piercy, Vicki Gracey. My 
grand-daughter and several others are there at 
the present time. Many of the people from In¬ 
dependence, Lone Pine, Big Pine and Bishop go 
to the Sansum Clinic and the Cottage Hospital 
for care and treatment. 

Sometime ask them who cares about Santa 
Barbara. 

I have never been to that clinic that I 
haven't seen someone from the valley and have 
met people there fran almost everywhere in the 

U.S. 

So I guess there is someone who does 
care about Santa Barbara besides the rich you 
speak of in your article. 

- E.3., "Red" Austin 
Independence 

(Editor’s note: Columnist Kessler advises 
that her question was vurely rhetorical, 
aAd dealt only with Santa Barbara’s finely 
drawn lines of social caste. She also an¬ 
swered her own question: "..Inyo folks have 
friends there..." As for Santa Barbara 's 
educational and medical facilities, there 
are few intelligent people who would ques¬ 
tion their obvious quality; Would Santa 
Barbaransf after all, settle for less?) 


NOW AT THE REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION RATEI 

Recently, the INYO COUNTY NEWS¬ 
LETTER reduced its subscription rate by a 
cut of more than 20%. To make sure you get 
NEWS-LETTER regularly, subscribe now. 


Yes. Send me the NEWS-LETTER for the num¬ 
ber of weeks checked below. I subscribe 
with the understanding that future cost 
cuts will be credited to my subscription, 
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ALIENS, Continued 

population burgeons in the south, there begins 
the inevitable expansion northward and east 1 - 
ward. "The Mexicans come here to make money 
for two or three years, send it to their fam¬ 
ilies, or go back with it," says another off¬ 
icer. A dollar saved in the United States now 
buys a lot of pesosj a few dollars saved here 
transforms into a small fortune there, in the 
terms of a poor Mexican family. The chief con¬ 
ceit, a pervasive anxiety, of the Mexican who 
works in Inyo County is avoiding capture. It 
is his inner emotional burden everywhere in 
the United States. To avoid capture he keeps 
a low profile, works hard, follows orders. To 
do otherwise is to make himself vulnerable to 
the peculiar blackmail relationship existing 
between him and all employers. Mexican workers 
do not strike, do not argue about job condit¬ 
ions, do not demand the rights and privileges 
and protections which are considered a matter 
of course for Americans. American workers for¬ 
ever labor toward i yetting more "j Mexican wor¬ 
kers here, their philsophical opposites in 
many ways, work toward "needing less," As a 
consequence the latter can often save surpris¬ 
ing amounts of money even on the puny wages 
they earn. The Mexican lives and works with 
the continuing, nagging knowledge that a sin¬ 
gle phone call by an unhappy employer to the 
authorities will mean another troublesome and 
costly trip back across the border. He con¬ 
forms . 

In California, many complaints about al¬ 
ien expansion in our society are based more on 
simple racism than on practicality or purely 
legalistic concerns. Early fears that the in¬ 
crease of aliens might further burden tax- 
suoported services and facilities have proven 
unfounded to a great extent; the Mexicans, es¬ 
pecially the aliens, have shown themselves to 
be equally as productive, sometimes moreso, 
as their social and intellectual counterparts 
here. And the supportive business establish¬ 
ment has long wished for cheap labor that is 
dependable, works hard, minds its own business 
and stays out of trouble. Until these paradox¬ 
es are resolved, or until the Mexican govern¬ 
ment developes a socio-economic climate that 
provides real opportunity (unlikely under its 
long-standing and firmly entrenched "PHI" 
party), the alien "problem" will probably re¬ 
main. It has often been pointed out that the 
Berlin ’Tall with its mines, wire and machine 
guns has so far been unable to contain people 
who really want to escape to the "West. It is 
also said that if there existed enough border 
patrolmen to stand shoulder-to-shoulder along 
our thousands of miles of border, the aliens 
would somehow keep coming. To a growing num¬ 
ber of Americans, the problem so-called is 
neither economic nor political. It is human, 
and it is likely to remain a human problem as 
long as human beings aspire toward making 
their lives better. The "climate" in Inyo 
County and among its business establishments 
clearly make such betterment possible for as 
many as will come here. 

In these fat days of welfare economy 
and status-oriented ambitions who else, after 
all, would wash our dishes and do the laundry? 
Seen in that light the lack or the "fault" or 


the "blame" for the alien problem may not in 
fact rest with the impoverished Mexicans, but 
perhaps with our own sense of values. 

"That, if anything, is being done? 'Tell, 
just about the same old thing: Late Sunday af¬ 
ternoon, as this story was nearing completion 
and being made ready for publication, a new 
addition to it came in from the sheriff's of¬ 
fice: Foui‘ Mexican nationals were arrested af¬ 
ter a routine traffic stop. They ware j.ailed 
at Independence to await deportation. They 
had been making the Highway 395 "run" to the 
jobs awaiting them in the fields of Idaho. A- 
gain, a human problem. 

NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Los Angeles. Argued one: "Yfe spend a lot of 
time with the customers other than just rep- 
'airing his car. And we also spend a lot of 
time just filling out papers for the state. 

The book includes that time that would be a 
loss otherwise." In Inyo County, one mechanic 
explained the book and echoed the argument of 
most others here. Said Keith Smith, owner of 
Big fine's busy Chevron station: "The book is 
a good guide. It's important to both the cus¬ 
tomers and the mechanics. I 've found that the 
only way to beat the time estimated for a job 
by the book is to use pneumatic tools. There 
has to be a guide, and the flat rate system is 
pretty good. You can very rarely beat the book." 
The consumer board ivill meet again to discuss 
California's auto repair pricing system. 

"RARE II" stands for "Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation assessment process," which is fed¬ 
eral bureaucratese for an inventory study of 
public lands that were included in the Wilder¬ 
ness Bill. The government now has all that 
land, it seems, and doesn't know quite what to 
do with it: Answer to those who want "aeveloo- 
ment and economic growth," or their opponents, 
the naturalists and ecologists who want the 
nation's wildlands to revert to virgin purity? 
All will have their say about 5000 acres in 
this area when their representatives attend a 
number of public hearings to be held by the 
Forest Service. In June a draft environmental 
statement on the USFS findings will go on file. 

SOME COUNTY OFFICIALS AND A LOT OF OTHER PEG- | 
pie want to end the moonlight dumping of gar¬ 
bage into the Owens River lowlands. The prob¬ 
lem stems largely from bishop residents 1 dis¬ 
pleasure i with the hours they can dump refuse 
in the town dump about a mile av/ay. If the 
gate is closed, they'll opt for the riverbed, 
according to Supervisor Herb London. "That to 
do? London dumped the dump problem on one of 
his favorite targets, Inyo County's CETA pro¬ 
gram. "If we can get some decency out of CETA.," 
says London, "we could use CSTA workers on a 
patrol basis so they could witness the dump¬ 
ing." The garbage problem is actually that of 
the City of Los Angeles which owns the land, 
bub the department of water and power thinks 
its too costly, "a matter of policing and hard 
to catch anyone." 

I? YOU LIKED FEDERALLY-FUNDED ABORTIONS, YOU 
will love the idea of federally-funded sex- 
change operations. It seems that a number of 

(NEWS BRIEFS continued, 5fhge9) 
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NETTS BRIEFS, Continued 

Americans who have lost, or never knew, a 
real "sexual identity" - males who think of 
themselves as females, and females who want 
to be men - now want to physically change to 
another sex ana'want the government'to pay far 
‘the operations. Thousands of such alterations 
are successfully performed every year, and an 
increasing demand is coming from those viho 
can not privately afford them. Inyo's conserv¬ 
ative congressman, Bill Ketchum, registered a 
mortified concern, but maintained an admirable 
restraint in his carefully-worded public re¬ 
marks on the idea: "Under no circumstances," 

| read his indignant statement, "should the Am¬ 
erican taxpayer be forced to bear the financ¬ 
ial burden of anyone's dissatisfaction with 
the gender given at birth." 

TII3 COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR HAD TURNED UP WITH 
what he thought was an equitable plan for the 
assignment of county cars to various depart¬ 
ment heads. He grouped the county fleet into 
three categories: "permanent assignment" with 
the car stored at the county yard; assign- 
| ment with the car kept at home, and cars for 
lesser lights who must rely on a motor pool. 

"I can't buy it," said Supervisor London, al¬ 
though he could "buy" the idea of a permanent 
car assignment for the administrator, the ag¬ 
ricultural commissioner, farm advisor and for 
law enforcement. The board assigned Supervis- 
i or Johnny Johnson to join with Administrator 
John K. Smith in drawing up a plan, as yet un¬ 
defined, that would be more to its liking, and 
one perhaps that might not raise the ire of 
increasingly cost-conscious voters. 

: HEALTH DEPARTMENT STUDIES HAVE FOUND THAT 
of Inyo's troublesome mosquitoes breed on un— 
drained lands owned by the Department of Water 
and Power. The supervisors asked DWP Engineer 
iJim Y/ickser if his department had budgeted any 
[money to help the county pay for mosquito con¬ 
trol. H e retorted by asking if the program is 
not paid for out of the county general fund 
(into which DWP poured about million in tax 
money this year). DYIP's turndown leaves the 
county with an inadequate program in what may 
be a crisis year thanks to drenching rainfall, 
and will probably leave residents with a lot 
of annoying, stinging mosquito bites. 

INCUMBENT SUPERVISOR WILMA MUTH WON'T BE CUR- 
ijing the favor of the county deputy sheriff's 
association in her race for re-election, and 
won't be attending, along with other candid¬ 
ates, an association meeting to hear the pol¬ 
iticos on May 10. Explained Muth in a press 
release: "...I feel it would be improper for 
me to seek any type of support from. .employee 
• groups.... I do work through proper channels 
with all of the county employee relations or¬ 
ganizations .... I shall remain as fair to 
each of the deputies as I am to their famil¬ 
ies and friends and all citizens..." Her'oppo¬ 
nents are not likely to be so reticent and 
probably will attend the deputies' meeting to 
talk, and to get needed "exposure." 

THE NORTH HOLLYWOOD OWNER OF A MAMMOTH CONDO- 
minium has filed a class action suit against 
.Mono County and an ordinance, passed by the 


. board last December, that says condo owners 
may collect rents only through brokers or 
management and rental services that have bus¬ 
iness licenses. Katherine F« Iilly said she 
applied for, but was denied, such a license, 
and that there is a constitutional issue in¬ 
volved that will affect scores of other own¬ 
ers at Mammoth. Says Iilly: "It's a small 
county where residents are closely involved 
with the political process, and this is an at¬ 
tempt to limit thie rights of property owners, 
most of whom live in Los Angeles." Underlying 
issue in the matter is Mono's "bed tax" which 
goes unpaid when private owners rent out their 
apartments. , 

UNION CARBIDE'S NEARBY NEIGHBORS HAVE "WRITTEN 
a letter recounting their experiences with 
U.C. 's spilled acids at Pine Creek, and they 
recommend tighter monitoring systems to pre¬ 
vent further pollution. They also recommend 
heavy fines for Union Carbide. Of chief con¬ 
cern to the downstream residents was the fact 
they were not notified when the acid got in¬ 
to their favorite creek. Union Carbide said 
its resident deputy sheriff was gone for the 
weekend when the mishap occurred. The resi¬ 
dents ' letter was forwarded to the press and 
to various state, county and water board of¬ 
ficials. 

INYO LETTER-WRITERS MAY SOON BE PAYING 1^ 
to mail first-class letters. Last week, the 
Postal Rate Commission went against ’White 
House wishes (Carter wanted' increases only 
for business mail) and recommended the two- 
cent increase. The hike will go through after 
approval by a postal service governing board. 
An Inyo postmistress says she has heard of 
no other increases. "Since it's a government 
service, they're never in the black, anyway." 

■PANTHEISTS, Continued 

hard to come by, but Pantheism is neither an 
ecological religion, nor a .religious ecology,, 
since these imply merely a scientific object¬ 
ivity toward the world; it is also an ethical 
and moral system v which takes issue with the 
'general world-view, "arrogantly'man-centered," 
that sees all things as havirig. value only in¬ 
sofar as they can he turned to profit. 

°ne of the organizers Of Big Pine's Pan¬ 
theist group, Enid Larson, '"a v/ell-known natur¬ 
alist and activist, sees the anthropocentric 
view as the root cause of many of man's prob¬ 
lems. It knows the price of everything, the 
.true , value of very little, v and in this atti¬ 
tude it becomes the antithesis of all that the 
Pantheist holds dear. "The result," says one 
Pantheist writer, Hfirold Wood, "is the degrad¬ 
ation and exploitation of all the natural world 
merely for the (questionable) benefit of one 
species" - man. 

The ethical system of the Pantheists goes 
on, in Vfood's words, to oppose "using" human- \ 
kind, "The same exploitative and arrogant att¬ 
itude exists as well within human relationships. 
People are all too often seen as a means to 
fill the needs and desires of a few. At its 
most obvious this is slavery, but it is comm¬ 
only found today in more subtle ways. It is per¬ 
petrated by racism, sexism, oconomic exploits-, 

(PANTHEISTS continued, back page) 
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PANTHEISTS, Continued 

tion, physical and emotional cruelty, or any 
of the other forms of manipulation#" In other 
words, says the Pantheist, man should not "u 3 e" 
other men or women, for his own personal gain, 
a broader view of the Golden Rule. , 

In a Pantheist newsletter published at 
Big Pine there is still further elaboration on 
Pantheism's main themes "The same appreciation 
for creativity and diversity which Pantheists 
feel for the natural world compels a tolerance 
for differences among people as well. The same 
attitude which rejects the exploitive destruc— 
tion of natural processes also rejects the com¬ 
mercial or spiritual exploitation of people. 
Pantheist ethics expressed toward people as 
well as the rest of Nature requires a respect 
for diversity and an appreciation of our res¬ 
ponsibility to safeguard the well-being of 
all life-forms, and the elements upon which 
superlative quality of living is based." 

As to the question of religion , the 
Inyo Pantheist group recently had occasion to 
comment during a series of discussions spon¬ 
sored by the Liras try of Ecology, an inter¬ 
denominational religious educational organiz¬ 
ation based at Berkeley. In that discussion, 
posed the question, largely rhetorical, about 
its own position between science-nature-theo¬ 
logy: "In an ecologically-oriented church, 
would Pantheism be a creed or would we rely 
instead cn a continuing concensus of common 
beliefs? 'That is the ultimate source of relig¬ 
ious authority? Does it vest itself in a book. 


eastern sierra 


priesthood, code of commandments or is the 
authority found in the inherent wisdom or laws 
of Nature?" The Pantheist adherents provide 
no easy answers to those questions, although 
the questions clearly suggest answers. Here 
again, though, semantical problems arise in 
which Pantheism, as such, may quickly lend 
itself to misunderstanding »by a more orthodox 
majority. 

Asked by a reporter about man's "domin¬ 
ant" role in the world. Pantheist Vice-presi¬ 
dent Larson replied that "Man must assume a 
'dominant' role - but with humility ." 

The Big Pine group - "a handful", acc¬ 
ording to Larson - was only'recently organiz¬ 
ed, largely under the guidance of a former 
resident, Harold Wood# Its activities, other 
than those studies deemed purely philosophi¬ 
cal, are directed by President Derham Giuli¬ 
ani, a field animalogist now working under a 
grant of the bureau of Land Management. 

Pantheism presents no dogmas or creeds 
other than a personal belief in, and support 
of, a naturalist, even pragmatic, view of the 
world - Earth as a self-sustaining, self-per¬ 
petuating home for life and its multitude of 
manifestations, all of which, man must come to 
understand before he destroys, if he himself 
is to survive. In that sense^ as most Panthe¬ 
ists would agree, his respect for other spec¬ 
ies becomes again a matter of self-intere 3 t, 
but self interest from a different point of 
view based on a broader, long-range approach 
to filling his own needs both physical and 
spiritual. 
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